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‘ . The Thames, Kemble to Oxford Friday 20t May
WORCESTERSHIRE INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEQLOGY o .
] Organiser: Brian Draper [coach] 8:45am depart New Inn, Ombersley Rd, Worcester.

AND LOCAL HISTORY SOE

This is a return by Brian Draper after a
few years. This will be a coach ramble (in
the safe hands of Paull) from Kemble,
through the country lanes of the
Cotswolds under the direction, guidance
and commentary of Brian, in his

SUMMER PROGRAMME 2016
Welcome to the 2016, Summer Programme.

It is never easy and again several trips, in discussion for months or
weeks, have not come to fruition this year, but maybe next. The
Regal are still improving, a church visit has just been granted a L . .
reroofing fund and will be under scaffolding all summer, etc. etc. inimitable style! As usual, with his well
Others just have not replied to entreaties! Roger Tapping has Tl planned itinerary, there will be comfort stops for coffee, and
stepped in to organise a walk at Salwarpe along the canal. tea and a break for lunch in Abingdon.

oo Our outings this year now begin, soon after the

Spring Dinner, with an ever popular Brian Draper
with a new tour covering the areas not visited
with our previous boat trips, that of the source,
near Kemble to Oxford.

To Kemble Airfield for coffee/tea

We travel to as close to the source we can
get. We shall have coffee at Kemble Airfield
(unless the airport has an Air Show on when
we will use Cirencester). After coffee we will
follow the river Thames down through the
Cotswold Water Park to Cricklade, Lechlade
and to the town of Abingdon for lunch.

The coach trip to Nottingham is long overdue, as
there are many interesting places to visit, not
N least the city centre, but for that we have very

! little time. The tour of the castle, caves and local
history museum will take all morning and in the
afternoon a visit to Nottingham’s glorious
Papplewick, Victorian pumping station. The
windmill and industrial museum will have wait.

The coach costs haven’t gone down with the lower fuel costs so | have limited these to three. Other
than Brian Draper’s trip (from New Inn), | have arranged these on non-school days so we can benefit
from the ample street parking on Northwick Road. Len Holder has arranged a summer social outing on
the MV Conway from Upton to Tewkesbury and back, with plenty of time at Tewkesbury for lunch.

Abingdon became the county town of Berkshire soon after
receiving its Royal Charter in 1556. Assize courts were

The Angel Place trips have become popular so only those from last year’s waiting list can book held in Abingdon from 1570, but in the 17th century it
immediately - | have last year’s order of booking for preference - but ask that you book your was vying withReading for County Town status. The county
reservation for next hall and court house were built between 1678 and 1682,

year, or if places
become vacant for this
year. Some properties
would not accept 20,
thus we are also
offering, only to those
who came last year 10
places to try and gain
entry to buildings not
visited last year.

to assert this status. The building, now a museum, was
reputedly designed by Christopher Kempster, who worked
— . - with Sir Christopher Wren.

After lunch we continue to follow the Thames Valley through
Sutton Courtney to Oxford, where we will have a short tour
around the city in the coach before a refreshment/toilet stop.
We shall be returning home cross-country, back over the
Cotswolds.

Summer Programme

Pickup, Ombersley Rd by the New Inn (parking NOT in their car
Secretary

park! - on-street only, in Colin Rd, opposite, to Northwick Rd).

New Inn, Ombersley Rd 8:45am Cost £15 (excluding refreshments)
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Abberley Hall & Tower Wednesday 1st June

Guide: Jo Roche [own transport] 1:30pm @ school entrance.

This visit was to follow Jo’s lecture to us in March, but
this has been cancelled. However we shall have the
chance to hear much of the topic as she shows us
around the hall. It is now a school, but as this is a
holiday week there should be fewer pupils around.
We also will have the option of ascending the tower,
possibly to the parapet if the weather is favourable.

This visit to the Hall is expected to take over an hour, plus the walk up
to the tower and tour there (note there are 166 steps to the top!),
which could add another hour. We can make a provisional reservation
with the Witley Court Tea rooms (on the way back to Worcester for
4:30pm), if you wish to purchase tea, as there will be no such facilities
at the hall., so please indicate if you wish to reserve a group table.

There is parking at the school and we shall meet at the main school
entrance (inside if it is raining). Numbers will be limited to 20 this visit. A waiting list for next year will
be opened, particularly as Jo has rebooked her talk for November and, | am sure, more will wish to visit!

Abberley Hall (originally called
Abberley Lodge) is a splendid
Victorian country house in the
ltalianate style. The estate
was acquired by J. L. Moilliet
(a Birmingham banker and
merchant of Swiss extraction)
for £45,945 in 1844 started
renovation but rebuilt after a
fire in 1845. The ground floor
interior contains a complete
scheme of Victorian classical
decoration. The site may have
been a tower or lodge in a
medieval park as Leland
refers to a 'castle' at Abberley.

In 1880, John Joseph Jones, a man of substantial wealth, inherited the Abberley Hall estate and he
commissioned a carillon and clock tower, in 1883, as a memorial. It is also widely considered that he
built it to exalt the Abberley Hall estate over the rivalry from Lord Dudley at Witley Court nearby.

Abberley became a boys' preparatory school in 1916, and the main ground floor rooms have been
preserved with their original decoration since then. [Guide book £5 - Notes from Wikipedia, corrected by Jo Roche]

Meet @ 1.30am at front doorway Cost £8

Friday 17t June

2pm @ Salwarpe Village Hall

Salwarpe, village & canal
Guide: Roger Tappin [walk]

This visit will explore of those parts
of the village we can see from the
towpath and road, and explore
along the towpath itself to see the
renovation and restorations of the
canal trust along this part of the
Droitwich Barge Canal.

Parking is
being made
available at
the village hall
for the
afternoon and we will walk from there, returning after about 2
hours (you can always make your way back sooner if you wish).

In 1767 Droitwich Council commissioned James
Brindley to survey a route from the town to the
River Severn, leading to an Act of Parliament in
1768, creating The Company of Proprietors of the
Droitwich Canal Navigation. A working capital of
£13,400 was raised by issuing 134 shares, mostly
bought by local people, and construction started on
27 June 1768. The official opening was on 12
March 1771, and the total cost of the project was
£23,500.

As a broad canal, it was could take Severn Trows,
14.5 feet (4.4m) wide and 64 feet (20m) long, and
followed the contours as much as possible, to
reduce earthworks required. The canal was 5.7 miles (9.2km) long, and included eight locks, with a
total fall of 56.5 feet (17.2m). Some of Brindley’s work remains, such as the Salwarpe weir. The weir is
a brick wall of the appropriate height so that water will spill over if the canal level becomes excessive
for any reason. The spillway is a gently sloping brick-lined structure constructed in a wide "funnel"
arrangement to take the water to the drain.

The problem of the canals was regularly debated by Droitwich Borough
Council and a campaign for their restoration was started by Max Sinclair
in and the concept was aired in the Worcester Evening News in an
illustrated article on 14 June 1966. The restoration group was formed in &
1969, as part of a national drive and led to the formation of the e g
Droitwich Canals Trust in 1973, which began to work towards the full restoration of the canal.

Meet @ 2pm at Salwarpe Village Hall car park Cost £3
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Croome, hard-hat tour! Wednesday 29t June
Guide: MikeH [own transport] 1:30pm @ NT ticket entrance.

This visit is an explore of those parts of the house not
usually open to the general public. The group will be
split into two parties, one will take the hard-hat tour
of the semi-derelict Red Wing, whilst the other the
upper floors of Croome Court itself. The groups will
then swap over. Tea (and lunch) is available at the
cafe and the RAF museum will also be open.

This visit is expected to take just almost an hour for each section
area, so about 2hrs plus the walk to and back from the entrance 10-
15mins. The cafe will be advised of our possible need for tea but as
the groups will probably finish at separate times we will not arrive
back together. A buggy is available for the slow and exhausted!

Those who are not NT members will have to pay a group rate entry.

Croome Court was designed by Lancelot "Capability" Brown with the
assistance of Sanderson Miller. It was built between 1751 and 1752,
and along with Hagley Hall (1754 - 1760), they are considered to be
the finest examples of Neo-Palladian architecture in Worcestershire.
The Red Wing is a service wing attached to the side of Croome Court.

i} R

Like the main house, it was
designed by ‘Capability’ Brown in
the early 1750s and it originally
contained the kitchens, offices
and servants' quarters. Towards
the end of the 6th Earl of
Coventry's life, who commissioned
Brown, he chose to live in an
apartment in the Red Wing and even created a new door into the house for better access.

In the 1940s, RAF Defford used some of the parkland to
house service personnel and secret radar scientists. Some
of these wartime buildings, once the Sick Quarters for the
airbase, still remain now as Croome’s visitor centre. The
RAF Museum reveals the once secret story of RAF Defford
with wartime artefacts, emotive personal possessions,
videos and costume displays.

Non- National Trust Members have to pay a group entry rate, each Cost £9.30p

Meet @ 1.30pm at front ticket office Cost £7
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Abberley village, building stones Tuesday 12t July

Guide: Katherine Andrews [walk] 10am @ Abberley Village

Building Stones & Geology Trail [limited to 20max]

A short, pleasant walk links the two Abberley churches. This 4 .
trail explains the building stones used in the Norman church kﬁ
of St Michael, which is built on Saxon foundations, and the :

150 year old church of St Mary.
Abberley Village

This trail will be with our guide, Katherine from the Earth Churches
Heritage Trust: she gave us a lecture this winter on the EHT.

Parking is available in the centre of the village hall in front of St. Michael’'s
church, or possibly in the car park of the Manor Alms Inn, which is alongside the
church. You wish to have lunch in the inn after the walk. We will set out on a
circular walking route from St. Michael’s, returning after about two hours or so 2z
(though you can always make your way back sooner if you wish). If very popular 0
we could try and get the village hall car park open, about 100m away.

< In the 12th century St Michael's was
built as a typically squat Norman building
with a tower at the western end. In the
14th century, to make a grander
building, the roof was raised by 10ft, and
flying buttresses were built on the north
side to take the extra weight, and a
shingle spire was erected on the tower.
In the 16th century the extra weight had
caused the walls to bulge so the roof was
lowered to the original height. Sadly the
damage could not be undone and by the
middle of the 18th century St Michael's
was collapsing and St Mary's was built as
a replacement.

St Mary's Abberley was built in 1850 to replace the old
Norman Church of St Michael's. It is a well used church
and sits in a beautiful rural situation.

This walk will take us past both churches and it will also
cover most of the village, looking at other building
stones used throughout the village, their origins,
geologically and possibly where quarried. We will finish
back at the Manor Alms Inn. If popular, other village or
town walks can be booked for next year, or the more
strenuous Abberley Quarries one along Abberley Hill.

Meet @ 10am by St. Michael's church
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Stroud Valley Mills

Organiser: MikeH [coach]

Saturday 234 July

Northwick Rd, Lodges Park @ 8:30am

This is a guided coach tour of
the Stroud Valley and its former
textile mills. This will be by
coach and on foot, led by
members of the Stroudwater
Textile Trust. Due to the tight
lanes and site a smaller coach has to be employed and numbers will be limited to 33.

W N

< St. Mary’s Mill : This ¢.1820 mill houses a

% large waterwheel and a powerful Tangye Steam
engine, which although not in steam (as its boiler
has long gone) is still operated electrically.

Gigg Mill (right) : Gigg Mill sits on the Horsley
brook, which once powered its waterwheel. Its
humble stature is typical of the smaller mills that
dotted the valleys. At this mill you can visit our
Weaving Shed containing historic and modern
looms, including a power loom. The machinery is
demonstrated by our expert guides

Dunkirk Mill (below): The overshot wheel, twelve feet wide and thirteen feet in diameter, was
installed in the mill in 1855 as part of the last major re-building programme carried out during its time
as a woollen mill. It operates Victorian textile finishing machinery.

Egypt Mill >: We will stop for
lunch here (now an up-market
pub & hotel), which has a
(pricey) lunch menu, but we
can pre-order sandwiches | 1
(‘phone from the coach). This AR 1
is by Nailsworth town centre (3 mins) for other pubs and cafes.

The first mill of the morning does not have any refreshments,
thus we will call in Gloucester Services (S) on the way down
and, probably, Gloucester Services (N) on our return journey.

Coach from Northwick Rd, the Lodges rec @ 8:30am Cost £25
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Berkley Aimshouses
Organiser: MikeH [listed building]

Friday 29t July

Berkeley Aimshouses @ 3:00pm

This is another return visit to look at one of
those historic sites hidden in plain sight at the
heart of the Worcester. Our guides around the
chapel & grounds will again be Paul &
Lorraine, with a cup of tea to close. The limit is
20 again, for this third visit and this may be
the last unless oversubscribed.

Berkeley’s Hospital, Foregate St.

By the site of the Foregate (demolished 1702), on the corner
of Shaw Street, a splendid early C18th almshouse group,
slightly Dutch in appearance, endowed by Robert Berkeley
(of Spetchley), 1692. The chapel is dated 1703 and the
complex completed c. 1710. Fronting the Foregate are two
five-bay two-storey blocks. These were for the chaplain and
the warden,and have hipped roofs with pedimented
dormers, slightly mottled brick with stone dressings and
moulded window surrounds. Small doorways, with broken
curly pediments decorated with foliage and the Berkeley
arms, face the opening between the two blocks. The gates
are fine with rusticated gatepiers with animal finials and iron
gates. These lead into the courtyard, lined with the single-
storey almshouses, originally six either side; each has a
doorway with broken curly pediment and again the Berkeley
arms, flanked by two windows.

The chapel stands in the middle of the far
end. It has five bays, round-arched windows, a
wide central doorway with broken segmental
pediment on carved brackets. Above a round-
arched niche has the statue of the founder
and composite curvy pediment. The interior
has been stripped out. It has three
rectangular windows to the rear.

Meet inside gates of Berkeley Aimshouses @ 3:00pm Cost £3
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Upton to Tewkesbury by boat Thursday 4t August

Captain: Len Holder (guest commentator: Brian Draper)  Upton Wharf @ 10:45am

The MV Conway Castle is the
largest passenger vessel on the
River Severn with a comfortable
lower deck and lounge bar. We
also have Brian Draper with us
to occasionally share the
commentary with Len Holder.

The MV Conway Castle was built by Philip & Son Ltd,
Dartmouth, launched on 25 March 1963 with a
passenger capacity of 400, she was built with the
deckrails and wheelhouse salvaged from the old PS
Compton Castle she started service on the River Dart
with the River Dart Steamboat Co until the end of 1976.

Weight: 120tons, Length: 104 ft (31.7m) Width: 22ft
(6.9m) . It is deceptively spacious with two covered
interior decks and two exterior decks.

e

We cruise for about 1%2 each way. At Tewkesbury you
will have 2 to 2% hours for lunch or explore the town.

Light refreshments and bar are on the lower deck.

There is easy access at Upton upon Severn, with no steps.

We regret that this cruise is not suitable for wheelchairs or those with severe walking difficulties due to the width
of our gang plank at Tewkesbury. A limited number of wheelchairs can be accommodated, but advance
booking/notification is essential. We regret access is not possible for electric wheelchairs/scooters.

Parking is available in the town car park, Church St. (to the right of Panes Garage) at (currently) £3 for
the day. The Upton wharf is on the town side just downriver of the distinctive Pepperpot.

BUS NOTE: Worcester 373 dep. Crowngate 9:30am-Upton 10am [ret. 363 Upton 18:03]

Malvern Link Top (via Station) 364 dep. 9:50am-Upton 10:30am [ret. 364 Upton 17:11 or 18:19]

NOTE: As this is a social outing Members & Non-Members will be charged the same.
Boat from Upton Quay @ 10:45am [ret approx 5pm] Cost £12
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Worcester’ Past Angels
Organiser: Carl Dukes [walk]

Friday 12t August

2:15 @ Art Deco Cafe, top floor.

This second guided walk will point out the
hidden history of the city centre around Angel
Place and Angel Street, from Medieval to
Modern sites, lost roads and buildings,
features of which are still visible if you know
where and how to look! Last year’s report
gives an insight into the places to be visited.

We will start from the top floor of the Art Deco Cafe at 2.15 -
2.30pm (it behoves you to by a tea/coffee) leaving by 3pm after
an introductory discussion on what can be seen from there. This
needs to be limited to 20, but will be run again next year if this
becomes well over-subscribed. Last year’s waiting list will be
given priority up to the main programme going out at the AGM.

[Map 1886] by
2

Carl Dukes is a former Conservation
Officer of Worcester City Council and
probably knows most about what lies
| behind many of the city’s buildings.
»Although now considered the city

~ centre this area was once outside the
': medieval city; where the Blackfriars
settled; the location of markets (still
is); then brewing, pubs and coaching
_inns followed; then a Georgian

. expansion into leisure, theatres,
pleasure and other non-conformity;
and latterly, (after the first coaching
age) the centre of another pre-WWII

. coaching (Midland Red) age before
|/ the car and multi-storey took over (the
T first one, not the latest one!)
Remnants of all these are still to be

_ found if you know where to look!.

Depending on the weather, it will probably cover parts of the Cross and the Butts before we retire to the
Victorian splendour of the Paul Pry at the end of the walk around 4.30 - 5pm for a well earned
‘jar’(timing will depend on weather and availability of various building access on the day).

Even if you were not on last year’s waiting list please book your place on the new waiting list.

Meet top floor Art Deco Cafe, Angel Place @ 2:15pm Cost £5 (excluding refreshments)
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Inside Worcester’s Angels Thursday 11t August
Organiser: Carl Dukes [walk] 2:15 @ Art Deco Cafe, top floor.

This is a follow-up of last
year’s guided walk to the
hidden history around
Angel Place and will be
limited to just 10 people!
It will be open only to
hose on last year’s walk.

It was apparent last year that 22 of us could not visit
some locations as there was neither space nor safe
access for that many. And we will probably have to
manage this in two groups of 5. Only three or four sites
will be accessible and it is to be restricted to those who
were on last year’s Angel Place Walk, as we will not be
covering the general history, but specific buildings.
Again we will probably not know if, or which of these will
be available until a day or two before, or even on the
day and could be dependent upon the weather, etc!

[Map 1886] [C17% framing]

Carl Dukes is a former Conservation

-~ Officer of Worcester City Council and

! probably knows most about what lies
behind many of the city’s buildings.

- We hope to get into some of those

L buildings in the Cross, Angel St. Angel
Place and Broad St. that we were not
able to last year.

We shall probably close around 4.30
and timing will be entirely dependent
upon the availability of access on the
day and possibly the weather.

Please don’t come in your Sunday
finery and wear sensible shoes;
maybe bring a torch with you.

PAY ON THE DAY if you get a place!
NOTE: This is only open to 10 of those who came on last year’s walk, so a waiting list will be opened.

Meet top floor Art Deco Cafe, Angel Place @ 2:15pm Cost £3 (excluding refreshments)

Nottingham Thursday 18t August

8:30am @ Northwick Rd

)

This final coach visit this year is to >
Nottingham Castle and its caves in the
morning. After lunch we visit the
Victorian pumping station of Papplewick
for a tour of the splendid ornate steam,
beam pumping engines that supplied
drinking water to Nottingham.

Guide:Mike H [coach]

During the reign of King Henry Il Nottingham Castle was extensively
rebuilt. It was imposing and of a complex architectural design, withan
upper bailey at the highest point of the castle rock, a middle bailey to
the north (which contained the main royal

apartments), and a large outer bailey.
Fr

Beneath Nottingham Castle a labyrinth of
manmade caves and tunnels continue to tell the
turbulent story of this historic site. Enjoy a
memorable tour discovering the secret
passageways, King David’s legendary dungeon,
the Duke of Newcastle’s Wine Cellaror
Mortimer’s Hole. King Edward Ill staged a coup
d’état at Nottingham Castle against his mother
Isabella of France, and her lover, Roger
Mortimer. In the dark of night on 19 October
1330, Edward IllI's men came into the castle

through a secret tunnel, overpowered Mortimer LMS NOTTINGHAM CASTLE. @ l

who was then bound and gagged and led outvia | b Cmrf:ﬁnm:& -

the tunnel.

With some of the caves dating back to medieval times, the
tour is strenuous with over 300 steep steps. However, for
those who wish to descend through hundreds of years of
history the tour is a must.

The Museum of Nottingham Life is housed within five 17th
century cottages where you can learn about the people of
Nottingham through the objects they made, used or owned
and the stories they tell us. Discover over 300 years of
Nottingham'’s history, witnessing for yourself what houses
and shops would have looked like in the early 1900s and see a huge variety of items (from toys to
tools) that span the years.

NOTE: The caves tour is an extra £5 each for those that are fit and able! (Cost £5)

Coach from Northwick Rd, the Lodges rec @ 8:30am Cost £30




